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Introduction

One of the most famous moments in antiquity where theory and
practice might have intermingled is in the relationship between
Aristotle (384-322 BCE) and Alexander the Great (356-323 BCE).
Afer Ari 'lee had left Plato’s Academy but before founding his
hewas appointed to be the teacher of Alexander, a task
med for several years, beginning around 343 BCE.
between the philosopher and the statesman was
accident of history, since there seem to have been
etween Aristotle’s family and the Macedonian royal
otle was supposed to be an acquaintance of King
his general Antipater; his father Nicomachus seems
the court doctor and friend of king Amyntas 111, and
Callisthenes accompanied Alexander during the lat-
| campaign.' Although doubrt has been raised about the
which Aristotle actually rutored Alexander or whether
' as the prince’s main preceptorn no one seems mf
}fhﬂosophcr was indeed involved in the education <'>
nqueror.? Hence both individuals must have known
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