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B Common Fatal Mistakes (During the Master thesis session.)

“Weak rationale” for focusing on a chosen topic;

The “lack” & “imperfection” of thorough literature review —
“Failure” to 1dentify a meaningful research gap;

“Describe” a phenomenon # “Analyze” a phenomenon;

“Neither” theoretical application “nor” conceptual framework;
The “absence” of causal effects;

“No or few” robust, compelling & contextualized arguments;

“Neither” coherence “nor” consistency in storylines;

“No” clear structure/organization;

“Low-quality” scientific figures & tables; &

“Poor implications” for theory & practice.
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B How to Organize Your Thoughts?

< Example

Positive? Negative? What factors explains Under what conditions CSR help
No relations? firm competitiveness? firms enhance their competitive
(Whether & What) (Why) superiority? (How & When)

How does CSR Affect Firm Competitiveness?

[ Compare? [ Indust% mmples? ]

" Is this topic special? What is the motivation of your study?
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B Review Specific Journals

ournal of

MANAG A,

Brian L. Connelly, Editor
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B Google Scholar

® Google Schalar %

<> C @ © & hitps://scholargoogle.cojp s %

= & JOJ1-L * XA SIS

Google Scholar

IATHSE @ KR & HRAOR—SFRE

COVID-19(CE 9 5585

CDC NEJM JAMA Lancet Cell BMJ

Nature Science Elsevier Oxford Wiley medRxiv

EADEBE®DLEICIID

"Find relevant scholarly articles to identify a
crucial research gap!
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B Are Your Selected Journals Reliable? AB S“

A _ ¥ _ : : : . i
& C @& scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=top_venues&hl=ja&vqg=bus_internationalbusiness Ir'w;\hﬁﬂ(H;\Tlﬂ]\ Gf

= Google Scholar BUSINESS SCHOOLS

& S dosn kg

#7351 > Business, Economics & Management » International Business ~

AR hs-iEiE h5-rRgefE

1 Journal of International Business Studies 73 117
2 The International Journal of Human Resource Management 72 101
3. Research in International Business and Finance 67 89
4. International Business Review 65 94
5. Journal of World Business 61 90
6. International Review of Financial Analysis 57 98
5 Emerging Markets Finance and Trade 47 T
8. Pacific-Basin Finance Journal 47 65
9. Journal of International Financial Markets, Institutions and Money 42 70
10. International Marketing Review 41 66
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B Paper Structure (Example)

Basic Structure

Introduction (Inc. Research Motivations & Aims)
Backgrounds & Literature Review

Hypotheses

Methodology/Findings (Data Analysis & Cases)

Conclusive Remarks (Inc. Managerial Relevance)

SN 0N A W N -

Limitations & Suggestions for Future Research
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B A Knowledge Creation Cycle !

Minimize vague & broad Re- ~ Check the overall

arguments ! Write Think » concept of the paper !
Reconsider Write
\ Stop .
» Sharpen the logic of your ideas ! » Gain new insights !
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The End of Today’s Lecture “&?

IR EEOEENELTZ,
Thank you so much!

Vielen Dank fiir Thre Aufmerksamkeit!
Grazie mille !

[Contact Address]

ADDRESS: 208 in Via de1 Caniana 2, 24127 Bergamo, ITALY
E-mail: norifumi.kawai@unibg.it

uoioRy,
et "
&

e hANs | UNIVERSITA
g e : | DEGLI STUDI
a2k | preERGAMO

- /

PROF. DR. NORIFUMI KAWAI




