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have to charge their normal extemal tariffs on trade between them unless they wished to also reduce the

tariffs z/is一血涙s all other countries around the world.

Some proponents of Brexit predicted a glorious future in which the UK would negotiate its own trade

deals with third countries. In the common market, EU member countries had delegated responsibility for

intematiQnal trade negotiations to the EU, Who thus represented members in the WTO and had negotiated

free trade agreements with, for example, Canada and Singapore as well as customs unions with Turkey,

Andorra and San Marino. After Brexit, these free trade deals would no Ionger apply to the UK, but the UK

had the opportunity to negotiate its own deals.
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Several world leaders indicated an interest in talking to the UK govemment about free trade. Yet they

were also reluctant to start negotiations before the relationship between the UK and the EU had been clari-

fied. Many non-European partners saw the UK as a preferred platform to serve European markets’and


